
OF FREEMASONS 

America was Founded as an 
Inclusive Nation 



MYTH 
   America’s Founding Fathers were 

animated by a fundamentalist worldview 
similar to that of today’s religious right. 



FACT 
   These pioneers of the American 

Experience believed deeply in the 
separation of church and state. 

 

 



FACT 
 They also believed in learning from all 

sources of valuable knowledge and 
were generally well versed in works from 
many cultures, both sacred and secular. 

 



ALL SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE 
• Old & New Testaments 

• Greek & Roman Classics 

• 16th & 17th Century Philosophical Works 



Religion Vs. Freemasonry  
• Religion is not in contradiction with 

Freemasonry 

• The reverse is true as well 



THE FOUNDING FATHERS 
MYTH 

• Fixed 

• Specific 

• Rigorous 

 

FACT 

• Open 

• Tolerant 

• Exploratory 

 



FACTS 

• “In God we trust” wasn’t used on coins 
until 1864. 

• “under God” wasn’t added to the Pledge 
of Allegiance until 1954. 

• Jefferson, Washington and Franklin 
spoke sparingly of “Providence,” and 
almost never invoked “God.” 



THE REAL AMERICA 
• Of Freemasons and Deists 

• Of the open mind  

• Of the Insatiable desire for knowledge 



THE REAL AMERICA 
• Open to all comers 

• Open to all ideas 

• Open to all traditions 

 



THE REAL AMERICA 
• Where church and state are separate 

• Where belief or non belief are personal 
choices 

• Where no religion prevents innovation, 
expression or advancement 



Another Take on  
Defining Freemasonry  

• Body of philosophical thought 

• Recognizes a generalized God concept 

• Rejects specific definition of faith 

• Emphasizes tolerance, respect and 
diversity of belief 

• Focuses on morality, progress, personal 
development, intellectual enlightenment, 
and communitarian values 



American Masonic Trivia 
 Paul Revere was arrested by a British 

police captain. He was later released by 
his brother mason and went on to make 
his famous ride. 



American Masonic Trivia 
 Ben Franklin helped to initiate the 

French philosopher Voltaire into the 
Parisian Loge des Neufs Soeurs (the 
Lodge of the Nine Sisters) 



American Masonic Trivia 
 Washington was helped by the French 

general Lafayette in the American 
Revolution, who was also a brother 
mason.  



ALL EXCERPTS FROM 

Dan Burstein and Arne De Keijer, Secrets 
of the Lost Symbol, HarperCollins, 2010. 


